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of so-called "academies'7 at the present day that have
become part of public school systems, and for the name
that has been perpetuated in such well-known institutions
as the Norwich (Connecticut) Free Academy. But, with
all these efforts to meet changing conditions, the academy
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FIG, 68.   The first high school, established at Boston in 1821.
was forced to yield its central place in the secondary field
to a new type of institution, the high school, more closely
adapted to the developing ideals of democracy.
"The first American high school/' in the words of a
recent authority (Grizzell), "was the outcome of the9
efforts of certain Boston citizens who conceived the idea
of a public secondary school that would meet the needs
of a new generation of merchants, artisans, and trades
people." This Boston institution (Fig. 68) was opened in
1821 under the name of "English Classical School," but
three years later the title was changed to "English High
School." The new designation seems to have been sug-
gested by a description of the Edinburgh High School